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Fig. 2. Middelveerdi og standardafvigelse af vingemal (maksimumlengde: affladigede strakte svingfjer) af Graspur-
ve fra forskellige lokaliteter pa Fergerne samt Skotland og Norge (malinger: Bergens Universitet (Norge) og JKJ
(alle gvrige)). Stikprgvestgrrelsen er noteret til hgjre for stednavnet. Alle fugle er malt levende eller nyligt dgde, und-
tagen de skotske; disse er malt som museumsskind, men er her korrigerede ved addition af 1,5 mm, svarende til

skrumpningen under udtgrringen (JKJ upubl. data).

Maximum wing length (mean and standard deviation) of House Sparrows from different localities on the Faeroes and
from Scotland and Norway. Sample sizes are given beside the place names. To correct for shrinkage, 1.5 mm was
added the Scottish measurements of museum specimens; all other birds were measured alive or newly dead.
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Summary: The colonization of the Faeroes by

the House Sparrow

The House Sparrow Passer domesticus is today a wide-
spread breeding bird on the Faeroe Islands. The entire
population is commonly thought to derive from the first
(possibly ship-borne) House Sparrows to colonize the
islands, arriving to Vagur on Suduroy in 1935-36 (Wil-
liamson 1945). However, the history of the species’
dispersal on the Faeroes (Fig. 1) seems to contradict this
view and instead suggests two or three immigration
episodes and dispersal centers (Suduroy, the islands to
the northeast and, possibly, Térshavn). Mountains and
open water have delayed the dispersal for years; for
example, although the entire (low) east coast of Suduroy
had House Sparrows already by 1942, Sumba, only 10
km from Végur but with 400-500 m high mountains in
between, was first colonized during the 1950s, and it
took 18 years before House Sparrows crossed the 6 km
wide strait between Térshavn and Noélsoy. Only one of
830 House Sparrows ringed on Nolsoy since 1984 has
been recovered outside the island, in Térshavn.
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