


48 Mindre meddelelser

plumage: dark facial feathers, lack of facial horn orna-
ments and brightly coloured bill plates, and yellow rather
than orange feet.

In order to clarify the status of such birds we examin-
ed 16 winter-plumaged Puffins caught in Faeroese colo-
nies (Stéra Dimun, Koltur, N6lsoy, Kalsoy) in July-Au-
gust, 1979-1995. From bill features (Petersen 1976, Har-
ris 1981) 14 were at least 4 years old, the remaining two
being, respectively, 2 years and 3 years. Surprisingly, all
16 were females, and the appearance of oviducts and
ovaries indicated-that none of them had ever bred.

The single published record we have found of the sex
of winter-plumaged Puffins taken in breeding colonies
contradicts our result: two birds from the Faeroes were
both reported as "adult males" (Andersen 1898). Also, of
six specimens in the collections of Zoological Museum,
Copenhagen, five are labelled as males and one as fema-
le. That winter-plumaged Puffins may be former breed-
ers is known from controls of birds which, one or more
years previously, were ringed when in normal breeding
plumage and, sometimes, as known breeders (M. P. Har-
ris in litt.).

The failure to moult into breeding plumage is presum-
ably caused by some hormonal disturbance which, con-
ceivably, could affect different birds at different ages,
and could be either temporary or permanent. Neverthe-
less, it seems impossible to reconcile the conflicting evi-
dence merely by referring to variation between indivi-
dual birds; more data are needed to clarify the status of
winter-plumaged Puffins found in breeding colonies.
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An International White Stork Symposium will take place on 26th - 29th September 1996, in which the
results of the Fifth International White Stork Census (1994/95) will be presented. The venue for the
Conference is the Zoological Institute of Hamburg University. The conference is being organized
jointly by Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU) and the Michael Otto Stiftung fiir Umweltschutz.

The topics of the Symposium are as follows: assessment of the current population level of the White
Stork within its entire range; analysis of current population trends and their causes; presentation of new
findings regarding the biology, ecology and migration of the White Stork and the development of
conservation strategies. Participants who wish to deliver lectures or present posters are requested to

Detailed information and registration forms for the Symposium can be obtained from:
NABU Institute of Grassland Conservation and Research




